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INTRODUCTION TO THE THEME
FOR SEPTEMBER 2025

By Pst. Christopher Abuseh

Holiness is not just a doctrine to be taught, nor a religious ideal to be admired —it
is the very nature of God, and the standard to which every believer is called.
Throughout Scripture, God consistently reveals Himself as the Holy One. From the
cry of the seraphim in Isaiah’s vision—“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts”
(Isaiah 6:3) —to Peter’s exhortation, “Be ye holy; for | am holy” (1 Peter 1:16), we
see that holiness is both God’s identity and His invitation to His people.

In a world where compromise is often celebrated and moral standards are
constantly shifting, the call to holiness remains timeless and unchanging.
Holiness sets the believer apart from the patterns of the world, not in isolation or
pride, but in devoted allegiance to God. It is the evidence of our transformation in
Christ and the mark that distinguishes us as God’s people. The pursuit of holiness
is not about striving in our strength for perfection; it is about yielding daily to the
sanctifying work of the Holy Spirit, who empowers us to live lives pleasing to God.

This month’s devotional journey into the theme of Holiness is designed to awaken
our consciousness to what it truly means to be holy in our walk with God. Each
topic will unfold a different dimension of holiness —whether in our thoughts, our
worship, our relationships, our work, or even in trials and temptations. Together,
these reflections will remind us that holiness is not confined to Sunday services
or sacred spaces; it is a lifestyle that permeates every aspect of our lives.

As we meditate on God’s Word day by day, we will be confronted with the beauty
of God’s holiness, the dangers of self-righteousness, and the practical call to live
consecrated lives in the secret and public places alike. We will learn that holiness
is perfected in love, empowered by the Holy Spirit, and demonstrated in integrity
and purity in all we do. The aim is not only to inform but to transform —to help us
grow into a deeper awareness of God’s holiness and to walk more faithfully in it.

Our prayer is that, by the end of this month, holiness will no longer be seen as a
distant ideal but as a joyful reality in our Christian journey. May this devotional
stir within us a hunger for purity, a hatred for sin, and an increasing desire to
reflect the character of Christ in every sphere of life. Truly, “without holiness, no
man shall see the Lord” (Hebrews 12:14). May we, therefore, press on to live holy
lives that glorify God, edify others, and prepare us for eternal fellowship with Him.

Christopher Abuseh,
September 2025 Pastor
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THEME INTRODUCTION

TEXTS:
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REFLECTIONS

THEHOLY GOD WHO CALLS US

TEXTS: Leviticus 11:44-45; 1 Peter 1:15-16

SEPTEMBER

because it is written, ‘Be holy, for | am holy.”

Memory Verse: A’ s
“But as He who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, o -"
1 Peter 1:15-16 (NKJV) =

When we speak of God, the first attribute that distinguishes Him above all else
is His holiness. The angels in heaven do not cry out, “Mighty, Mighty, Mighty” or
“Loving, Loving, Loving” —though He is all these things. Instead, they cry, “Holy,
holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; the whole earth is full of His glory!” (Isaiah 6:3).
Holiness is the very essence of God’s nature, His absolute purity,
separateness, and perfection. To know God is to first encounter His holiness.

It is this Holy God who calls us into relationship with Himself. From the Old
Testament, we see God reminding Israel: “Consecrate yourselves therefore, and
be holy, for | am holy” (Leviticus 11:44). Their covenant relationship with Him
demanded that they reflect His holiness in their lifestyle, worship, and
dealings with others. In the New Testament, Peter reaffirms the same call,
showing that God’s standard has not changed. The God who calls us into
salvation calls us into holiness.

This call is not merely about outward rituals or religious appearances. God’s
holiness is both moral purity and loving devotion. He calls us to reflect His
character in our thoughts, words, and actions. Holiness is practical —it
influences how we speak, how we treat others, and how we live even in secret.
Jesus Himself declared, “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God”
(Matthew 5:8). Holiness begins from within and radiates outward.

Yet, this call to holiness is not one we can fulfill by human effort alone. God,
knowing our weakness, gives us His Spirit to sanctify us. Paul reminds us in 1
Thessalonians 4:7-8: “For God did not call us to uncleanness, but in holiness.
Therefore he who rejects this does not reject man, but God, who has also given us
His Holy Spirit.” Holiness is both a command and a grace; God calls, but He
also empowers us to walk in it through the Spirit.
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Ultimately, God’s call to holiness is not about restriction but about
relationship. He calls us away from sin so that we may draw nearer to Him. To
be holy is to be set apart for God's purposes, to live as His treasured
possession, and to reflect His glory in a dark world. As we embrace this call
daily, we grow into the likeness of Christ, who Himself is the perfect
expression of God’s holiness.

Reflection Questions:

1.In what areas of your life do you most need to reflect the
holiness of God?

2.How can you depend more on the Holy Spirit to live out God’s
call to holiness?

Prayer:

Father, You are holy, and You have called me to be holy as You are.
Cleanse my heart from every impurity and set me apart for Your
purpose. Teach me to walk daily in holiness through the power of
Your Spirit. May my life reflect Your nature in all | do, in Jesus’
name. Amen.

Recommended Action:

Take a few quiet minutes today to examine your life before God.
Write down one specific area where you need to reflect His
holiness more clearly, and prayerfully commit it to Him. Then,
make one practical change in that area today as a step of
obedience.
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REFLECTIONS

BE HOLY FORIAMHOLY

TEXTS: Leviticus 19:1-2; 1 Peter 1:15-16

Memory Verse:

a, ? >
“Because it is written, ‘Be holy, for | am holy.”” . e

1 Peter 1:16 (NKJV)

The call to holiness is not an optional suggestion for the believer —it is a divine
command that flows directly from the nature of God Himself. God’s command,
“Be holy, for | am holy” (Leviticus 19:2; 1 Peter 1:16), reminds us that holiness is
not simply a religious duty but a reflection of the God we belong to. Just as
children bear resemblance to their parents, so must God’s children reflect His
character in their daily living.

Holiness means being set apart —separated from sin and consecrated unto
God. Israel was called to be distinct among the nations, not because they were
better, but because the Holy God had chosen them to represent His name on
earth (Deuteronomy 7:6). In the same way, believers today are called to live
lives that are not conformed to the world’s patterns but transformed by the
renewing of the mind (Romans 12:2).

This command to holiness, however, is not fulfilled by outward appearances
alone. Jesus rebuked the Pharisees for their obsession with external rituals
while neglecting the purity of heart (Matthew 23:25-28). Holiness begins
inwardly —at the level of thoughts, motives, and desires—before it can
manifest outwardly in words, actions, and lifestyle. A heart purified by God will
naturally produce a life that glorifies Him.

The beauty of God’s command is that He does not call us to something He has
not empowered us to live. By the sacrifice of Christ, we are cleansed and made
holy positionally (Hebrews 10:10). By the indwelling Spirit, we are being
sanctified daily, empowered to overcome sin and grow in righteousness
(Galatians 5:16). Thus, holiness is both our identity in Christ and our
responsibility to walk in.
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To embrace this call is to embrace intimacy with God. Holiness draws us closer
to His presence, for sin separates but holiness unites. The more we walk in
holiness, the more the light of Christ shines through us in a dark world.
Therefore, God’s command — “Be holy, for | am holy” —is not a burden but an
invitation to live in fellowship with Him and to reveal His glory to the world
around us.

Reflection Questions:

1.In v;!;at ways does your daily lifestyle reflect the holiness of
God?

2.Are there hidden areas in your heart that need to be
surrendered for God’s holiness to be seen in you?

Prayer:

Lord, You are holy and have called me to share in Your holiness.
Purify my heart and cleanse my life from everything that does not
honor You. Help me by Your Spirit to walk daily in holiness,
reflecting Your character in my thoughts, words, and actions. In
Jesus’ name, Amen.

Recommended Action:

Identify one specific worldly influence (a habit, mindset, or
practice) that dulls your pursuit of holiness. Consciously lay it
aside today, and replace it with a spiritual discipline —such as
prayer, Bible meditation, or a deliberate act of kindness —that
reflects God’s holy nature.
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REFLECTIONS

CONSECRATIONUNTO GOD

TEXTS: Romans 12:1-2; 2 Timothy 2:20-21

SEPTEMBER

Memory Verse: .
“I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you . {{]}} e
present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is =
your reasonable service.” Romans 12:1 (NKJV) =

To be consecrated unto God means to be set apart exclusively for His use and
glory. Throughout Scripture, consecration is the mark of those who belong to
God. The vessels of the temple were consecrated and could not be used for
ordinary purposes (2 Chronicles 29:19). In the same way, the believer’s life is
not for common or worldly use, but for God’s holy purpose.

Paul urges us in Romans 12:1-2 to present our bodies as living sacrifices. Unlike
the dead sacrifices of the Old Testament, God now calls us to daily, ongoing
consecration—laying down our desires, ambitions, and will so that Christ may
live through us. Consecration is not a one-time event but a continual surrender,
saying “Not my will, but Yours be done” (Luke 22:42).

Consecration unto God also requires separation from impurity. Paul uses the
imagery of vessels in a great house, explaining that “if anyone cleanses himself
from what is dishonorable, he will be a vessel for honorable use, set apart as
holy, useful to the master” (2 Timothy 2:21). This shows that consecration
involves both cleansing from sin and dedication to God’s service. We cannot be
consecrated to God and still live in compromise with the world.

However, consecration is not about loss but about gain. The more we yield
ourselves to God, the more He fills us with His presence and uses us for His
glory. A consecrated life is one where God’s power flows freely, because the
vessel is clean and available. Men and women who shook their generation for
God —like Daniel, Paul, and Esther—were men and women who first
consecrated themselves wholly to Him.
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Ultimately, consecration is an act of love. We consecrate ourselves not out of
compulsion, but out of gratitude for God’s mercy. When we grasp the sacrifice
of Christ on the cross, the only reasonable response is to give Him our all. To
be consecrated unto God is to declare daily: “Lord, my life is Yours —take it,
use it, and glorify Your name through me.”

Reflection Questions:

1.Are there areas of your life that you still withhold from God
instead of consecrating fully to Him?

2.How can you practice daily consecration in your choices,
habits, and priorities?

Prayer:

Lord, | present myself to You today as a living sacrifice. Cleanse me
from every impurity and set me apart for Your glory. Take my life
and use me as a vessel of honor in Your hands. Help me to live daily
in total surrender to Your will. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Recommended Action:

Today, make a conscious act of consecration. Write down one
area of your life (time, habits, possessions, or relationships) that
you want to dedicate more fully to God, and prayerfully commit it
to Him as an offering.
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REFLECTIONS

HOLINESS: THE BEAUTY
OF GOD’S NATURE

TEXTS: Psalm 29:2; Isaiah 6:1-4

SEPTEMBER

the beauty of holiness.”

Memory Verse: .
“Give unto the LORD the glory due unto his name; worship the LORD in . e
Psalm 29:2 (KJV) =

When we think of beauty, our minds often turn to outward appearances, colors,
or things that please the eye. But Scripture tells us that the true beauty of
God’s nature is His holiness. Psalm 29:2 calls us to worship the Lord in the
beauty of holiness. Unlike the fading beauty of the world, God’s holiness is
perfect, eternal, and awe-inspiring. It is the radiance of His purity and the
splendor of His perfection.

The prophet Isaiah gives us a glimpse of this beauty in his vision of God’s
throne: “Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory”
(Isaiah 6:3). The seraphim who beheld Him could only declare His holiness, for
that is the defining glory of God’s being. Holiness is not merely one of God’s
attributes; it is the crown of all His attributes. His love is holy love, His justice
is holy justice, and His mercy is holy mercy. Everything about Him shines in the
light of His holiness.

This beauty of holiness is not meant to remain distant from us. God calls His
children to share in it. As we draw nearer to Him, His holiness transforms us.
Paul writes in 2 Corinthians 3:18 that we are being changed into His image
from glory to glory. The more we behold the Holy One, the more His beauty is
reflected in our lives. Holiness makes a believer attractive —not by worldly
standards, but by radiating God’s nature through purity, truth, and love.

Unlike worldly beauty, which fades with time (1 Peter 1:24), the beauty of
holiness endures and even deepens as we walk with God. Holiness beautifies
the church, making her a spotless bride prepared for Christ (Ephesians 5:27).
This is why the psalmist declares, “Your people shall be volunteers in the day of
Your power: in the beauties of holiness” (Psalm 110:3). Holiness is not dull or
restrictive — it is radiant and glorious.
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To live in holiness is to reflect the beauty of our holy God in a dark and
corrupted world. It is to stand as a testimony that true beauty flows from
purity of heart and a life consecrated to God. When people encounter us, may
they not merely see outward attractiveness, but the shining beauty of Christ’s
holiness in us.

Reflection Questions:

1.Do others see the beauty of God’s holiness reflected in your
life, or only outward appearance?

2.In what ways can you pursue the beauty of holiness over the
fading beauty of the world?

Prayer:

Holy God, You are clothed in the beauty of holiness. | desire to
reflect that beauty in my own life. Purify me within, and let Your
holiness shine through me as a witness to the world. May my life be
a mirror of Your radiant nature. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Recommended Action:

Spend time today meditating on Psalm 29:2. As you pray,

consciously worship God for His holiness, not just His blessings.
Then, commit to one act of purity — whether in thought, word, or
action —that allows the beauty of His holiness to be seen in you.
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REFLECTIONS

HOLINESS VS. SELF-RIGHTEOUS

TEXTS: Luke 18:9-14; Philippians 3:8-9

filthy rags.”

Memory Verse: .
“But we are all like an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are like « e
Isaiah 64:6 (NKJV) =

One of the greatest confusions in the Christian life is mistaking self-
righteousness for holiness. While both appear similar on the surface, they are
very different at the root. Holiness flows from God’s nature and is expressed
through a life surrendered to Him, while self-righteousness is man’s attempt
to justify himself through his own works, without depending on God’s grace.

Jesus illustrated this contrast in His parable of the Pharisee and the tax
collector (Luke 18:9-14). The Pharisee exalted himself in prayer, boasting of
his fasting, tithing, and moral conduct. The tax collector, on the other hand,
humbly cried out, “God, be merciful to me, a sinner!” Jesus concluded that the
tax collector went home justified, not the Pharisee. This shows that self-
righteousness breeds pride and false security, but holiness begins with
humility and dependence on God.

The apostle Paul, once a Pharisee himself, understood this truth deeply. He
declared that all his religious credentials and law-keeping were “rubbish”
compared to knowing Christ (Philippians 3:8). True holiness is not about
establishing our own righteousness, but about receiving the righteousness of
God through faith in Christ (Philippians 3:9). Our efforts cannot make us holy
apart from the grace of God.

Self-righteousness is deceptive because it often manifests in outward
practices while neglecting the inward heart. Jesus rebuked the Pharisees,
saying, “You are like whitewashed tombs which indeed appear beautiful
outwardly, but inside are full of dead men’s bones and all uncleanness”
(Matthew 23:27). Holiness, however, begins in the heart, where God transforms
us from within, producing fruits of righteousness through the Holy Spirit
(Galatians 5:22-23).
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The beauty of true holiness is that it magnifies Christ, not self. When we walk
in holiness, we point others to God’s power and grace, not to our own efforts. It
is a life of humility, purity, and love that reflects God’s glory. Therefore, the
believer must continually guard against pride, remembering that holiness is
not what we achieve by works, but what we become by abiding in Christ.

Reflection Questions:

1.Do you find yourself relying more on your good works or on
God’s grace in your pursuit of holiness?

2.In what ways can you shift your focus from outward
appearance to inward transformation by the Spirit?

Prayer:

Lord, | acknowledge that my own righteousness is like filthy rags
before You. Forgive me for the times | have relied on myself instead
of Your grace. Teach me to walk in true holiness that flows from
Your Spirit within me. May my life always point others to You, not to
myself. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Recommended Action:

Examine your heart today. Write down one area where pride or
self-dependence may be hindering your walk with God.
Surrender it to Him in prayer, and intentionally practice humility
by giving God the glory in your conversations and actions.
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REFLECTIONS

RESIDENT PASTOR’S TOPIC

TEXTS:
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REFLECTIONS

HOLINESS PERFECTED IN LOV

TEXTS: 1John 4:7-12; Colossians 3:12-14

Memory Verse: 2

o
“But above all these things put on love, which is the bond of perfection.” = {{]}} e
Colossians 3:14 (NKJV) =

Many people imagine holiness as a list of rules to obey or sins to avoid, but
Scripture shows us that true holiness is perfected in love. Love is not an
alternative to holiness; it is its ultimate expression. Holiness without love
becomes harsh legalism, but holiness filled with love reflects the very heart of
God, who Himself is love (1 John 4:8).

John writes, “Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of God; and everyone
who loves is born of God and knows God” (1 John 4:7). Love reveals that we
belong to God and understand His nature. A holy life is not only marked by
purity and separation from sin, but also by compassion, mercy, and kindness.
Holiness is not cold detachment—it is warm, godly love flowing from a pure
heart.

Jesus Himself demonstrated this. He lived a holy life, undefiled by sin, yet His
holiness was expressed in love for the lost, compassion for the broken, and
forgiveness for sinners. He touched lepers, ate with tax collectors, and forgave
those who crucified Him. This shows us that holiness is not isolation from
people, but living in the world in such a way that God’s holy love transforms
those around us (John 17:15-18).

Paul echoes this truth when he exhorts believers to put on tender mercies,
kindness, humility, meekness, and longsuffering, and then adds, “But above all
these things put on love, which is the bond of perfection” (Colossians 3:14). Love
binds all other virtues together and brings them to maturity. In other words,
holiness finds its fullest expression when we love as Christ loved us (John
13:34-35).
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Therefore, to grow in holiness is to grow in love. The more we allow God’s Spirit
to purify us, the freer we are to love sincerely, without selfishness or hidden
motives. Holiness perfected in love points the world to Christ, for Jesus said,
“By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another”
(John 13:35).

Reflection Questions:

1. H%w is7y0ur pursuit of holiness reflected in the way you love
others™

2.Are there people in your life you find difficult to love, and how
can God'’s Spirit help you show them Christlike love?

Prayer:

Holy Father, thank You for showing me that true holiness is
perfected in love. Purify my heart so that my love for others flows
from Your Spirit and not from my flesh. Help me to walk in
kindness, forgiveness, and compassion, reflecting the love of
Christ in all | do. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Recommended Action:

Choose one person today who is difficult for you to love, and take
a deliberate step of kindness toward them — a word of
encouragement, an act of service, or a prayer on their behalf. Let
love become the expression of your holiness.
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REFLECTIONS

CHOSENTOBEHOLY

TEXTS: Ephesians 1:3-4; 1 Peter 2:9

SEPTEMBER

world, that we should be holy and without blame before him in love.”

Memory Verse: -
“According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the ~ -"
Ephesians 1:4 (KJV) =

Holiness is not an afterthought in the life of a believer—it is God’s eternal
plan. Long before the world was created, God chose us in Christ with a
purpose: that we should be holy and without blame before Him in love
(Ephesians 1:4). This means holiness is not just an optional pursuit for the
Christian but the very reason we were called and redeemed. Our election in
Christ is tied to a call to live set apart for Him.

To be chosen to be holy means that holiness is both identity and responsibility.
In Christ, we are already declared holy because His righteousness has been
credited to us (2 Corinthians 5:21). But we are also commanded to “be holy in
all manner of conduct” (1 Peter 1:15-16). God’s choosing is not passive; it
empowers us to walk in His nature, reflecting His character in our daily lives.
Holiness is therefore not about perfection in ourselves, but about living out the
reality of Christ within us.

Peter reminds believers that we are “a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a
holy nation, His own special people” (1 Peter 2:9). Our holiness is not just
personal but also communal —we are part of a holy nation called to display the
excellencies of God to the world. This means our lives are meant to reflect
God’s purity, love, and truth in a way that draws others to Him. To reject
holiness is to deny the very identity God has given us.

Yet, living out holiness in a fallen world is not without challenges. The pull of
sin and the pressure of culture constantly tempt believers to conform. This is
why holiness requires intentionality. Paul urges us not to be conformed to this
world but to be transformed by the renewing of our minds (Romans 12:2). Daily
holiness involves practical choices—what we watch, what we say, how we
relate with others, and how we pursue purity of heart before God.
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Ultimately, being chosen to be holy is a privilege. God has set His love upon us,
not because of our merit, but by His grace. Our response should be gratitude
expressed through obedience. Holiness is not bondage —it is freedom. It is
living in alighnment with our Creator’s design, walking in light, and fulfilling the
destiny for which we were chosen.

Reflection Questions:

1.Do you see holiness as a burden or as part of your identity as
one chosen by God?

2.In what practical ways can you reflect your identity as God'’s
holy possession today?

Prayer:

Father, thank You for choosing me before the foundation of the
world to be holy in Christ. Help me to walk daily in the reality of
that calling. Strengthen me to resist conformity to the world and
empower me by Your Spirit to live as Your chosen vessel. In Jesus’
name, Amen.

Recommended Action:

Today, choose one area of your life where compromise has been
easy, and intentionally dedicate it to God in prayer and practice.
Let your choices reflect that you are chosen to be holy.
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REFLECTIONS

HOLINESS IN BODY AND SPIRIT,

TEXTS: 1Corinthians 6:19-20; 2 Corinthians 7:1

SEPTEMBER

ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in

Memory Verse: .
“Having therefore these promises, dearly beloved, let us cleanse . e
the fear of God.” 2 Corinthians 7:1(KJV) =

Holiness is not partial — it is a call to glorify God in every part of our being. Paul
exhorts believers to “cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit”
(2 Corinthians 7:1). This shows that holiness is not just about avoiding external
sins but also about purifying our inward motives, thoughts, and desires. God
desires holiness that flows from the inside out, shaping both our conduct and
our character.

Our bodies are not our own: they are temples of the Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians
6:19-20). This means what we do with our bodies matters to God. How we
dress, what we consume, our habits, and how we present ourselves should
reflect the holiness of the One who dwells within us. To dishonor our bodies
through immorality, impurity, or indulgence is to dishonor God. On the other
hand, offering our bodies as “living sacrifices, holy and acceptable unto God”
(Romans 12:1) is true worship.

But holiness does not end with outward conduct. Jesus often addressed the
inner life, reminding us that sin can spring from the heart —whether in lust,
hatred, or pride (Matthew 5:27-28; Mark 7:21-23). Holiness in spirit means
cultivating purity of thought, sincerity of motive, and alighment of our inner
desires with God’s will. This is why David prayed, “Create in me a clean heart, O
God, and renew a right spirit within me” (Psalm 51:10). God is pleased not just
with outward righteousness but with an undivided, devoted heart.

To pursue holiness in both body and spirit requires the help of the Holy Spirit.
Left to ourselves, we struggle with weakness, but God has promised His
enabling grace. As Galatians 5:16 reminds us, “Walk in the Spirit, and you shall
not fulfill the lust of the flesh.” The Spirit empowers us to discipline our bodies,
resist temptation, and bring every thought into obedience to Christ (2
Corinthians 10:5). True holiness is Spirit-led transformation, not human striving
alone.
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When we embrace holiness in body and spirit, we reflect the beauty of God’s
nature and shine as His witnesses in a dark world. A holy life is attractive
because it carries the fragrance of Christ. It is through such holiness that
people see the difference God makes, and through it, He is glorified in us. Our
call is to yield ourselves daily —inside and out—so that Christ may be fully
formed in us.

Reflection Questions:

1.Are there areas in your body or spirit where you have allowed
compromise to creep in?

2.How can you invite the Holy Spirit daily to help you walk in
holiness, both outwardly and inwardly?

Prayer:

Father, | thank You for calling me to holiness in both body and
spirit. Help me to honor You in my body as Your temple and to keep
my heart pure before You. Cleanse me from every defilement and
fill me with Your Spirit to live in obedience to Your will. In Jesus’
name, Amen.

Recommended Action:

Identify one practical way to honor God with your body today
(e.g., in how you dress, eat, or use your time) and one way to
honor Him in spirit (e.g., guarding your thoughts, forgiving
someone, or renewing your heart through Scripture).
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REFLECTIONS

THE HOLY SPIRIT OUR SANCTIF,

TEXTS: John 16:13-15; 1 Thessalonians 5:23

of the Lord, because God hath from the beginning chosen you to
salvation through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth.”
2 Thessalonians 2:13 (KJV)

Memory Verse: .
“But we are bound to give thanks alway to God for you, brethren beloved =~ e

The work of holiness in a believer’s life is not achieved by human effort alone;
it is the Holy Spirit who sanctifies us. From the moment we are born again, the
Spirit begins a lifelong work of setting us apart for God, cleansing us, and
conforming us into the image of Christ. Sanctification is not simply about
keeping rules —it is the Spirit’s transforming work that changes us from within
(2 Corinthians 3:18).

Jesus promised that the Holy Spirit would guide us into all truth (John 16:13).
Truth is at the heart of sanctification because it exposes sin, reveals God's
standards, and directs us into righteousness. Without the Spirit, our attempts
at holiness lead to self-righteousness or frustration. But with Him, holiness
becomes the natural outworking of a life yielded to His influence. He makes
holiness possible and practical for every believer.

Paul reminds us that sanctification touches every part of our being— spirit,
soul, and body (1 Thessalonians 5:23). The Holy Spirit does not only deal with
outward conduct but also purifies the inner life —our thoughts, emotions, and
motives. He convicts us when we stray (John 16:8), comforts us when we
repent, and empowers us to walk in obedience. His sanctifying work is both
corrective and enabling, keeping us aligned with God’s will.

It is important to understand that sanctification is both positional and
progressive. Positionally, we are sanctified in Christ the moment we believe
(Hebrews 10:10). Progressively, we are being sanctified daily as the Spirit
works to make us more like Jesus (Hebrews 10:14). This means we must
continually yield to the Spirit, allowing Him to prune away sinful habits and
cultivate godly virtues such as love, purity, patience, and self-control
(Galatians 5:22-23).
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When we walk in step with the Spirit, holiness ceases to be a struggle and
becomes our joy. The Spirit does not sanctify us to make life harder, but to set
us free from the bondage of sin and enable us to walk in true fellowship with
God. The more we yield to Him, the more we reflect the holiness of our Lord,
becoming vessels fit for the Master’s use (2 Timothy 2:21).

Reflection Questions:

1.In what areas of your life do you sense the Holy Spirit calling
you to deeper sanctification?

2.How can you practically yield more to His leading in your
daily walk?

Prayer:

Holy Spirit, | thank You for Your sanctifying work in my life. Cleanse
me from all unrighteousness, refine my heart, and conform me

more to the image of Christ. Teach me to yield daily to Your leading
and walk in holiness that glorifies the Father. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Recommended Action:

Today, spend intentional time in prayer, asking the Holy Spirit to
reveal one habit, thought pattern, or area of compromise that He
war;]ts to sanctify. Commit to walking in obedience to His leading
in that area.
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REFLECTIONS

WALKING IN THE LIGHT OF HOLIN

TEXTS: 1John 1:5-7; Ephesians 5:8-11

SEPTEMBER

Memory Verse: .

“But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one . {{]}} e
with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all =
sin.” 1John 1:7 (KJV) =

God is light, and in Him there is no darkness at all (1 John 1:5). To walk in
holiness is to walk in His light, allowing His truth and purity to govern every
aspect of our lives. Holiness is not simply about avoiding sin, but about living in
the radiance of God’s presence where darkness cannot thrive. When we walk in
holiness, we reflect His light to a world lost in darkness.

Walking in the light of holiness means that nothing is hidden or covered. Sin
thrives in secrecy, but holiness flourishes in the light. When we bring our
weaknesses, struggles, and failures before God, His light exposes them — not
to condemn us, but to cleanse and restore us (1 John 1:9). To walk in holiness,
therefore, is to walk in openness before God, free from hypocrisy, pretense,
and hidden sin.

Paul reminds believers that we were once darkness but are now “light in the
Lord” and must therefore walk as children of light (Ephesians 5:8). This
transformation calls for a lifestyle that reflects goodness, righteousness, and
truth (Ephesians 5:9). Walking in the light of holiness also means rejecting
fellowship with unfruitful works of darkness and instead living in a way that
reveals God’s standards to others. Our conduct becomes a testimony that
points people to the God we serve.

Holiness in the light also produces fellowship among believers. When we walk
in holiness, we walk in harmony with others who are pursuing the same light.
Sin isolates and divides, but holiness unites. In fact, John writes that walking in
the light allows us to have fellowship with one another while being continually
cleansed by the blood of Jesus (1 John 1:7). True community in the body of
Christ is only possible when believers walk in holiness together.
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Finally, walking in the light of holiness is not a one-time decision but a daily
walk. Every day presents choices between light and darkness. By depending
on the Word of God (Psalm 119:105) and the guidance of the Holy Spirit, we can
continually walk in the light. The call is not just to experience holiness
occasionally but to make it our consistent lifestyle, so that our lives shine as
beacons of God’s glory in a world filled with shadows.

Reflection Questions:

1.Are there hidden areas in your life that need to be exposed to
the light of God’s holiness?

2.How can you daily ensure that you are walking as a child of
light in your relationships, work, and personal conduct?

Prayer:

Father, thank You for calling me out of darkness into Your
marvelous light. Help me to walk daily in the light of Your holiness,
free from hidden sin and hypocrisy. May my life reflect Your truth,
righteousness, and love to those around me. Cleanse me
continually by the blood of Jesus and keep me steadfast in Your
light. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Recommended Action:

Today, examine your heart for any hidden area of sin or
compromise. Bring it before God in prayer and choose to walk in
transparency and holiness. Let your actions and words today
reflect that you are a child of light.
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REFLECTIONS

HOLINESS IN OUR THOUGHTS

TEXTS: Philippians 4:8; Romans 12:2

acceptable in thy sight, O Lord, my strength, and my redeemer.”

Memory Verse: .
“Let the words of my mouth, and the meditation of my heart, be . e
Psalm 19:14 (KJV) =

Holiness is not only about what we do with our bodies or say with our lips —it
begins in the mind. Our thoughts shape our actions, attitudes, and ultimately
the direction of our lives. That is why Paul exhorts believers to be transformed
by the renewing of their minds (Romans 12:2). Holiness in our thoughts means
aligning our inner meditations with the purity, truth, and righteousness of God.

The Bible teaches that “as a man thinketh in his heart, so is he” (Proverbs 23:7).
Impure or sinful thoughts eventually manifest in sinful actions if not dealt with.
Jesus emphasized this when He said that even looking at someone lustfully is
committing adultery in the heart (Matthew 5:28). God is not only concerned
with external conduct but also with the state of our hearts and minds. True
holiness therefore begins with guarding and cleansing our thought life.

Paul provides a clear filter for holy thinking in Philippians 4:8: whatever is true,
noble, just, pure, lovely, and praiseworthy —think on these things. This is not
mere positive thinking but Spirit-led meditation that fills the mind with God’s
Word and godly perspectives. By intentionally dwelling on what is good and
pure, we push out negative, corrupt, or sinful patterns of thought. The Word of
God becomes the sanctifying agent for our minds (John 17:17).

To pursue holiness in thought, we must be watchful of what we allow into our
minds. Our conversations, the media we consume, the books we read, and the
environments we expose ourselves to all influence our thought life. Paul warns
us to cast down imaginations and every high thing that exalts itself against
the knowledge of God, bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience
of Christ (2 Corinthians 10:5). Holiness in thought is a battle, but it is one we
fight and win through God’s Spirit and discipline.
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When our thoughts are holy, our lives bear fruit that glorifies God. A renewed
mind brings peace (lsaiah 26:3), clarity of purpose, and strength to resist
temptation. Walking in holiness becomes joyful when our minds are stayed on
Christ. Holiness in our thoughts not only pleases God but also sets us free from
the strongholds of guilt, fear, and impurity, enabling us to live in the fullness of
His will.

Reflection Questions:

1.What recurring thought patterns in your life need to be
surrendered to God for renewal?

2.How can you practically apply Philippians 4:8 in your daily
thought life?

Prayer:

Lord, create in me a clean heart and renew a right spirit within me.
Sanctify my thoughts and help me to dwell only on what is true,
pure, and pleasing to You. Let the meditation of my heart be
acceptable in Your sight, and may my mind be continually renewed
by Your Word. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Recommended Action:

Today, be intentional about your thought life. Identify one
negative or impure thought pattern and replace it by meditating
on a specific Scripture that reflects God’s truth.
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REFLECTIONS

RESIDENT PASTOR’S TOPIC

TEXTS:
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REFLECTIONS

HOLINESS IN SECRET PLACES

TEXTS: Matthew 6:1-6; Psalm 139:1-4

transgressors shall destroy them.”

Memory Verse: .
“The integrity of the upright shall guide them: but the perverseness of . e
Proverbs 11:3 (KJV) =

Holiness is not only about what people see on the outside but also about who
we are when no one is watching. God is not deceived by appearances —He
looks at the heart (1 Samuel 16:7). To be holy in secret places means living with
integrity and purity in the hidden parts of our lives, knowing that all things are
naked and open before God’s eyes (Hebrews 4:13).

What is your disposition when no one is watching you? Who are you when you
are alone? What do you indulge in behind closed doors?

Jesus warned against practicing righteousness to be seen by others (Matthew
6:1-6). True holiness is not performative; it is lived out in the quiet spaces
where only God sees. Prayer, giving, and fasting done for the applause of men
may impress people, but hold no reward from the Father. Holiness in secret
places means that our devotion and obedience are motivated by love for God,
not by the desire for recognition.

David prayed, “Behold, You desire truth in the inward parts” (Psalm 51:6). God
delights in authenticity, not hypocrisy. Secret sins —such as lust, bitterness,
dishonesty, or hidden pride—are just as offensive to Him as public
transgressions. Walking in holiness in secret places requires regular self-
examination and confession, bringing even our hidden struggles into the light
of God’s mercy.

Holiness in secret places also builds strength in public life. Joseph fled from
Potiphar’s wife when no one was around (Genesis 39:7-12). His choice to honor
God in secret preserved his destiny. Similarly, Daniel’s habit of private prayer
sustained him when he faced public opposition (Daniel 6:10). When we choose
holiness in the unseen, we develop the character to stand firm in the seen.
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Living in holiness privately brings peace, freedom, and intimacy with God.
There is no fear of being “found out” when our hearts are clean before Him.
Instead, we can confidently live out our faith knowing that our Father, who
sees in secret, will reward openly (Matthew 6:6). Holiness in secret is where
the depth of our walk with God is truly measured.

Reflection Questions:

1.Are there secret areas in your life where you struggle to live
in holiness before God?

2.How can you practice greater integrity and authenticity in the
unseen parts of your walk with God?

Prayer:

Lord, You see and know all things, even the hidden parts of my life.

Cleanse me from every secret fault and help me to walk in holiness

both publicly and privately. May my devotion to You be genuine,

ind may my secret life bring glory to Your name. In Jesus’ name,
men.

Recommended Action:

Today, take time to examine your private life before God.
Confess any hidden sin to Him and make a commitment to honor
Him in your secret thoughts, habits, and choices.
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REFLECTIONS

HOLINESS IN TRIALS & TEMPTATIG

TEXTS: James 1:2-4; 1 Corinthians 10:12-13; 1 Peter 1:6-7

SEPTEMBER

16

?

Memory Verse: .

“There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but  ~ {{]}} e
God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are =
able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye =
may be able to bear it.” 1Corinthians 10:13 (KJV)

In life, virtues and character are not tested or proven in ease or comfort. They
are often tested in the fires of discomfort and pressure.

Holiness is not tested in the comfort of life but often in the fires of trials and
the pressures of temptation. It is in those moments of difficulty that the depth
of our devotion to God is revealed. James exhorts us to “count it all joy when ye
fall into divers temptations; knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh
patience” (James 1:2-3). Holiness, therefore, is not the absence of trials, but
the steadfastness to remain faithful and pure in the midst of them.

Temptation itself is not sin, but yielding to it is. Even Jesus was tempted in
every way as we are, yet without sin (Hebrews 4:15). This shows us that by the
help of the Holy Spirit, we too can resist the snares of the enemy and walk in
holiness. When temptations come, they are not meant to crush us but to
expose our dependence on God and to refine our obedience to His will.

Trials often serve as God'’s refining fire. Peter tells us that the testing of our
faith is more precious than gold that perishes (1 Peter 1:7). Through trials, God
purges us of pride, self-reliance, and hidden impurities, producing in us a
holiness that shines brighter before men and pleases Him. Our response in
trials should not be bitterness or compromise, but surrender to the God who
works all things for our good (Romans 8:28).

We must also remember that God’'s grace is sufficient in moments of
temptation. Paul declares in 1 Corinthians 10:13 that no temptation is beyond
our capacity in Christ to overcome, for God always provides a way of escape.
This truth keeps us from despair and reminds us that holiness in trials is
possible, not by our strength but by God’s faithfulness.
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Ultimately, holiness in trials and temptations testifies to the reality of Christ in
us. When others see us endure hardship without losing faith or resist
temptation without compromise, they see the power of God at work. Holiness
in such times is both a witness to the world and an act of worship to God,
proving that He alone is our anchor and our delight.

Reflection Questions:

1.How do | usually respond when | face trials or temptations —
by relying on God’s strength or by giving in to my own
weakness?

2.What practical steps can | take to depend more on the Holy
Spirit when temptation arises?

Prayer:

Father, | thank You for Your faithfulness in times of trial and

temptation. Strengthen me by Your Spirit to endure tests with

patience and to resist sin with boldness. Help me to walk in

goliness, proving that my life is anchored in You, In Jesus’ name,
men.

Recommended Action:

Identify one area where you are currently being tested or
tempted. Prayerfully commit it to God today and intentionally
choose a biblical response over compromise.
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REFLECTIONS

HOLINESS IN WORK AND BUSIN

TEXTS: Colossians 3:23-24; Proverbs 11:1; Ephesians 4:28

SEPTEMBER

delight.”

Memory Verse: -
“A false balance is abomination to the LORD: but a just weight is his ~ -"
Proverbs 11:1 (KJV) =

Holiness is not confined to the church altar or our prayer closets; it must also
be evident in our daily work and business dealings. The way we conduct
ourselves in the marketplace is as much a reflection of our faith as our worship
on Sundays. Paul reminds us, “And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the
Lord, and not unto men” (Colossians 3:23). This means that every task —
whether small or great—is an offering of service to God, and must be
approached with integrity and excellence.

God detests dishonesty in business. Proverbs 11:1 declares that a false
balance, or dishonest dealings, are an abomination to Him, but fairness
delights His heart. This reveals that holiness in business is not just about
avoiding major fraud but also about the little choices: being truthful in
transactions, delivering what we promise, and honoring agreements. To cheat,
cut corners, or exploit others for gain may bring temporary profit but robs us
of God’s favor.

Holiness in work also involves diligence and responsibility. Laziness,
negligence, and lack of excellence dishonor God, who has entrusted us with
skills and opportunities. Scripture calls us to be faithful stewards of our labor,
working in such a way that our light shines before men (Matthew 5:16). This
witness often speaks louder than words, as colleagues and clients see Christ’s
character in our consistency, humility, and commitment.

The workplace and marketplace are also mission fields. Ephesians 4:28 urges
those who work to do so honestly, so that they may have to give to those in
need. This means our labor is not just for survival but also for service. Holiness
in business leads us to use our resources and influence to bless others rather
than exploit them. Our work then becomes a channel through which God’s
Kingdom values are displayed.
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Ultimately, holiness in work and business is about alignment with God’s
character. He is a God of truth, justice, and generosity, and He calls us to
reflect these attributes wherever we labor. When we approach work with
reverence for God and treat others with fairness and love, we turn ordinary
transactions into acts of worship and make our workplace a platform for
Kingdom impact.

Reflection Questions:

1.In what areas of my work or business do | struggle to fully
reflect God’s holiness?

2. Hog c(:jg)n | turn my daily labor into a consistent act of worship
to God-

Prayer:

Lord, help me to honor You in my work and business. Keep me from
dishonesty, greed, or negligence. Grant me wisdom, diligence, and
integrity so that my labor will glorify Your name and bless others.
In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Recommended Action:

Examine your current work or business practices today. ldentify
one area where you can demonstrate greater honesty, diligence,
or service, and make a conscious effort to honor God in that area.
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REFLECTIONS

HOLINESS IN WORSHIP

TEXTS: John 4:23-24; Psalm 29:2; Isaiah 6:1-3

SEPTEMBER

Memory Verse: 2

‘)
“Give unto the LORD the glory due unto his name; worship the LORD in . {{]}} e
the beauty of holiness.” =
Psalm 29:2 (KJV) =

Worship is at the heart of our relationship with God, but not every worship
offered is acceptable to Him. Jesus declared, “God is a Spirit: and they that
worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth” (John 4:24). True worship
flows from a heart set apart for God, cleansed and devoted to Him. Holiness in
worship means approaching God with reverence, sincerity, and purity, not
merely with outward rituals or songs.

The vision of Isaiah in Isaiah 6 reminds us that worship begins with the
recognition of God’s holiness. When Isaiah saw the Lord high and lifted up,
with angels crying, “Holy, holy, holy,” he was immediately convicted of his own
unworthiness. Worship that lacks a consciousness of God’s holiness becomes
shallow and self-centered. But when we see Him as He is, awe and humility fill
our hearts, leading us to true surrender.

Holiness in worship is not just about the atmosphere in church services but
also the condition of our hearts. Jesus rebuked the Pharisees who honored God
with their lips while their hearts were far from Him (Matthew 15:8). God is not
impressed with noise, eloquence, or style; He seeks worshippers who are pure
in heart, sincere in devotion, and willing to live out what they profess in song
and prayer.

Furthermore, holiness in worship extends beyond Sunday gatherings. Paul
calls us to present our bodies as “a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God,
which is your reasonable service” (Romans 12:1). This means that our daily
choices, our obedience, and our lifestyle become acts of worship. Singing
hymns or lifting hands is incomplete if our lives are not yielded to God’s will.
Worship that pleases God must be consistent with holiness in how we live.
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When holiness saturates our worship, it becomes transformative. It renews our
minds, aligns our desires with God’s, and strengthens us to walk in obedience.
Worship then is not just an event but an encounter that changes us. To worship
God in holiness is to declare with our whole being that He alone is worthy, and
our lives are His.

Reflection Questions:

1.Do | approach worship with a heart conscious of God's
holiness, or only as a routine?

2.In what ways can my daily life become an expression of
worship to God?

Prayer:

Holy God, | acknowledge Your majesty and glory. Cleanse my heart
from every impurity and teach me to worship You in spirit and in
truth. May my songs, prayers, and lifestyle reflect Your holiness
and bring glory to Your name, In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Recommended Action:

Before your next time of worship, spend intentional moments
examining your heart and confessing anything unholy. Dedicate
yourself afresh to God, so your worship flows from a place of
holiness and sincerity.
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REFLECTIONS

HOLINESS IN RELATIONSHIPS

TEXTS: 2 Corinthians 6:14-18; Romans 12:9-10; Ephesians 4:2-3

SEPTEMBER

the Lord.”

Memory Verse: -
“Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without which no man shall see ~ #
Hebrews 12:14 (KJV) =

Holiness is not only a private matter between us and God; it is also meant to
shape the way we relate to people. Relationships are central to our lives, and
they reveal the depth of our walk with God. John reminds us that we cannot
claim to love God whom we have not seen if we do not love our brother whom
we have seen (1 John 4:20). Therefore, holiness in relationships means
interacting with others in purity, truth, love, and integrity, as those who belong
to a holy God.

Paul warns believers in 2 Corinthians 6:14 not to be unequally yoked with
unbelievers, highlighting that holiness calls us to be distinct in our
associations. While we are called to love all people, our closest partnerships —
whether friendships, business dealings, or marriage — must be guided by God’s
standards. The pursuit of holiness protects us from relationships that could
compromise our faith or draw us into sin.

Holiness in relationships also means practicing love sincerely. Romans 12:9-10
says, “Let love be without dissimulation. Abhor that which is evil; cleave to that
which is good. Be kindly affectioned one to another with brotherly love; in
honour preferring one another.” This kind of love is pure, not manipulative; it
seeks the good of the other person and honors God above selfish desires.

Another mark of holiness in relationships is humility and patience. Paul
exhorts us in Ephesians 4:2-3 to be “with all lowliness and meekness, with
longsuffering, forbearing one another in love; endeavouring to keep the unity
of the Spirit in the bond of peace.” This means holiness shows up in how we
handle offenses, disagreements, and differences. Instead of bitterness or
strife, holiness leads us to forgive, reconcile, and pursue peace.
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Ultimately, holiness in relationships reflects Christ’'s love. Jesus Himself
demonstrated holiness in the way He related to people—speaking truth,
showing compassion, setting boundaries, and always honoring the Father. As
His followers, we are called to build relationships that glorify God, strengthen
others in faith, and bear witness to the world that we belong to Him.

Reflection Questions:

1. Are there relationships in my life that compromise my walk of
holiness and need to be redefined or surrendered to God?

2.How can | demonstrate holiness today in the way | love,
forgive, or relate with others?

Prayer:

Father, thank You for calling me into relationships that reflect Your
holiness. Teach me to love sincerely, to walk in truth and purity,
and to pursue peace with all people. Help me to honor You in every
friendship, partnership, and interaction. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Recommended Action:

Identify one relationship where you need to show holiness more
clearly —whether by setting boundaries, forgiving, or
demonstrating love — and take a practical step to align that
relationship with God’s standard today.
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REFLECTIONS

RESISTING WORLDLY CONFOR

TEXTS: Romans 12:1-2; 1 John 2:15-17; James 4:4

renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and

Memory Verse: .
“And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the o »
acceptable, and perfect, will of God.” Romans 12:2 (KJV) =

As believers, we are constantly surrounded by a world that seeks to shape our
values, decisions, and desires. Paul warns us not to be conformed to this world
but to be transformed through the renewing of our minds (Romans 12:2).
Worldly conformity happens subtly —when we adopt the world’s standards of
success, entertainment, morality, and relationships —without weighing them
against God’s Word. Holiness calls us to resist this pull and live distinct lives
that reflect God’s Kingdom.

Johnis clearin 1John 2:15-17: “Love not the world, neither the things that are in
the world.” The world thrives on the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and
the pride of life. These are the very temptations that draw us away from God
and keep us focused on temporal pleasures rather than eternal purposes. To
resist conformity, we must guard our affections, ensuring that our love for God
outweighs our attraction to worldly systems.

Resisting worldly conformity also requires courage and conviction. Daniel and
his friends are great examples: in Babylon, they resolved not to defile
themselves with the king’s food (Daniel 1:8). Their stand for holiness cost them
socially, but it earned them favor with God. In a similar way, we must be willing
to stand apart from popular culture, even if it makes us seem odd or unpopular,
because our allegiance is first to Christ.

The renewing of our minds through God’s Word is central to this resistance. If
our thoughts are not shaped by Scripture, the world will easily dictate how we
think, speak, and act. By meditating on God’s Word, praying daily, and allowing
the Spirit to guide us, we build inner strength to resist conformity and remain
steadfast in holiness (Psalm 119:9,11).

Reflections: A Monthly Devotional Series 36

SEPTEMBER




Ultimately, resisting worldly conformity is not about legalism or isolation but
about transformation. God calls us to be light in the world, not to blend into its
darkness (Matthew 5:14-16). When we live holy lives distinct from worldly
patterns, we become testimonies of God’s power, showing others that true joy
and fulfillment are found in Him alone.

Reflection Questions:

1.In what areas of my life am | tempted to conform to the
standards of the world rather than God’s Word?

2.How can renewing my mind daily through Scripture help me
resist worldly conformity?

Prayer:

Father, help me to resist the subtle and open pressures of this
world. Renew my mind with Your Word and strengthen me to stand
firm in holiness. May my life shine as a testimony of Your
transforming power. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Recommended Action:

Take time today to identify one worldly pattern or influence you
have been conforming to — whether in thought, habit, or lifestyle
—and replace it with a godly alternative grounded in Scripture.
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REFLECTIONS

RESIDENT PASTOR’S TOPIC

TEXTS:
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REFLECTIONS

HOLINESS AND SPIRITUAL AUTHO

TEXTS: 2 Timothy 2:20-21; Acts 19:13-16; James 5:16

ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in

Memory Verse: .
“Having therefore these promises, dearly beloved, let us cleanse . e
the fear of God.” 2 Corinthians 7:1(KJV) =

Spiritual authority is not merely a matter of position, title, or charisma; it is
rooted in a life of holiness. In 2 Timothy 2:21, Paul explains that “If a man
therefore purge himself from these, he shall be a vessel unto honour,
sanctified, and meet for the master’s use, and prepared unto every good work.”
Holiness makes a believer a usable vessel for God, one through whom His
power and authority can be exercised effectively.

The example in Acts 19:13-16 highlights the danger of attempting to operate in
spiritual authority without holiness and genuine relationship with Christ. The
sons of Sceva tried to cast out demons “by Jesus whom Paul preaches,” but
they lacked the sanctified life and true authority that come from abiding in
Christ. As a result, the evil spirit overpowered them. This passage shows that
spiritual authority cannot be faked; it flows only from a consecrated life in
God.

Holiness also strengthens the believer’s prayer life, which is a key channel of
spiritual authority. James 5:16 declares, “The effectual fervent prayer of a
righteous man availeth much.” The power of prayer is not in eloquence but in
righteousness and alignment with God’s will. A holy life ensures that there is
no barrier between the believer and God, giving them confidence and boldness
in prayer.

Furthermore, holiness guards against spiritual compromise. Authority in the
Spirit demands purity, because sin erodes confidence and opens the door to
the enemy’s accusations. Jesus Himself said, “The prince of this world cometh,
and hath nothing in me” (John 14:30). His holiness gave Him unchallenged
authority. Likewise, when believers walk in holiness, they can exercise God-
given authority without fear of condemnation or spiritual defeat.
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In summary, holiness is the foundation upon which true spiritual authority
rests. It is not optional but essential for anyone who desires to walk in God’s
power and represent Him effectively. To be an instrument of authority in God’s
hands, a believer must embrace holiness, remain consecrated, and continually
walk in the fear of the Lord.

Reflection Questions:

1.Am | pursuing holiness as the foundation of my spiritual
authority, or relying on outward appearance and titles?

2.Are there areas in my life where compromise is limiting my
effectiveness in spiritual matters?

Prayer:

Lord, cleanse me and make me a vessel fit for Your use. Help me to
walk in holiness so that | may exercise true spiritual authority in
alignment with Your will. Strengthen me to resist compromise and
to represent You faithfully. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Recommended Action:

Examine your life in light of God’s Word. Identify and renounce
any hidden sins or compromises, and commit afresh to a lifestyle
o;fholiness so that your spiritual authority will be genuine and
effective.
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REFLECTIONS

THE DISCIPLINE OF GOD & HOLIN

TEXTS: Hebrews 12:5-11; Proverbs 3:11-12

SEPTEMBER

He for our profit, that we might be partakers of His holiness.”

Memory Verse: -
“For they verily for a few days chastened us after their own pleasure; but « #
Hebrews 12:10 (KJV) =

Holiness is not simply the absence of sin but the shaping of our character into
the likeness of Christ. One of the chief tools God uses to bring us into this
likeness is discipline. Unlike punishment, which seeks retribution, divine
discipline is corrective and redemptive—it is the loving hand of a Father
seeking to align His children with His holy will (Proverbs 3:11-12).

The writer of Hebrews reminds us that God’s discipline, though sometimes
painful, is proof of our sonship. “For whom the Lord loveth He chasteneth”
(Hebrews 12:6). If God leaves us without correction, it is a sign that we are not
truly His children. Just as a loving earthly father guides his child away from
danger and toward maturity, our heavenly Father uses discipline to train us in
holiness.

Discipline may come in different forms: through the conviction of the Holy
Spirit, the rebuke of Scripture, the counsel of godly mentors, or even the trials
and difficulties of life. Each of these, when rightly received, is God’s way of
shaping us into vessels fit for His use. The goal is not merely to restrain bad
behavior but to cultivate holiness in the deepest parts of our being (2 Timothy
2:21).

The discomfort we feel in times of divine discipline should not drive us to
despair, but to repentance and renewal. The Bible says discipline “yieldeth the
peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them which are exercised thereby”
(Hebrews 12:11). Just as a plant pruned by a gardener becomes more fruitful, so
believers who submit to God’s correction bear richer fruits of holiness.
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Therefore, instead of resisting or despising the discipline of God, we should
embrace it with humility, knowing that it is a sign of His love and His
commitment to our holiness. It is through this refining process that we grow in
maturity, reflect Christ more clearly, and walk in the fullness of the life God
has prepared for us.

Reflection Questions:

1.How do you usually respond when you sense God’s discipline
in your life —resistance, discouragement, or surrender?

2.ln what areas of your life is God calling you to embrace His
correction so you can grow in holiness?

Prayer:

Father, | thank You for Your loving discipline that shapes me into
Your holiness. Help me not to despise or resist Your correction but
to yield to it with humility. Teach me to see Your discipline as a sign
of Your love, and may it produce in me the fruit of righteousness. In
Jesus’ name, Amen.

Recommended Action:

Today, take time to reflect on a recent situation where you felt

corrected or challenged by God. Instead of resisting it, write

down one specific step you can take to align yourself with His

;villl, turning that discipline into an opportunity for deeper
oliness.
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REFLECTIONS

HOLINESS IN LOVE

TEXTS: 1Corinthians 13:1-7; Colossians 3:12-14; Romans 13:10

perfect harmony.”

Memory Verse: -
“Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds us all together in ~ -"
Colossians 3:11 (NLT) =

Holiness is often misunderstood as merely avoiding sin or following strict
rules, but the Scriptures reveal a deeper dimension—holiness is perfected in
love. Paul reminds us that even if we prophesy, understand mysteries, or give
sacrificially, without love it profits nothing (1 Corinthians 13:1-3). Genuine
holiness cannot exist apart from love, because God Himself is love (1 John 4:8).

When we walk in love, we reflect the very nature of God. Love restrains us from
hurting others, compels us to forgive, and pushes us to serve selflessly. Paul
summarizes it beautifully in Romans 13:10: “Love does no harm to a neighbor.
Therefore, love is the fulfillment of the law.” This means that holiness is not
only about separation from sin but also about being consecrated to love God
and people wholeheartedly.

Love also guards us against self-righteousness. It is possible to appear holy
outwardly yet lack compassion. Jesus rebuked the Pharisees for their
hypocrisy because they tithed herbs meticulously but neglected the
“weightier matters of the law —justice, mercy, and faithfulness” (Matthew
23:23). True holiness produces a heart tender toward others, full of grace,
kindness, and mercy.

Furthermore, love is the bond of unity in the body of Christ. Holiness in love
means that we avoid envy, strife, and bitterness, choosing instead to forgive,
encourage, and build one another up (Colossians 3:12-14). In doing so, we
create an atmosphere where God’s presence dwells richly, for He delights
where His people walk in harmony.
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Ultimately, love is both the mark and measure of holiness. Jesus declared, “By
this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another”
(John 13:35). Our holiness is not only proven in how we live before God but also
in how we treat those around us. To grow in holiness, therefore, is to grow in
love — love for God, love for fellow believers, and love for the world Christ died

to save.

Reflection Questions:

1.In what ways does my daily expression of love reflect the

holiness of God?
2.Are there people | need to forgive or show more kindness to

as an act of holiness?

Prayer:

Heavenly Father, thank You for showing me that holiness is
inseparable from love. Fill my heart with Your love so that | may
walk in compassion, kindness, and mercy toward others. Help me
reflect Your nature by loving sincerely and unconditionally. In
Jesus’ name, Amen.

Recommended Action:

Make a deliberate act of love today — whether it’s forgiving
someone, offering encouragement, or meeting a need —and let
that action remind you that true holiness is perfected in love.
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REFLECTIONS

HOLINESS AND HUMILITY

TEXTS: Philippians 2:5-8; 1 Peter 5:5-6; Micah 6:8

may exalt you in due time.”

Memory Verse: .
“Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, that he . e
1 Peter 5:6 (KJV) =

Holiness and humility are deeply connected. To walk in holiness is not only to
live separated from sin but also to reflect the character of Christ—and
humility is at the very heart of His character. Paul exhorts us in Philippians
2:5-8 to have the same mindset as Christ, who though equal with God,
humbled Himself by taking the form of a servant and becoming obedient even
to death on a cross. True holiness cannot thrive without humility, for pride
corrupts and distorts what should reflect God’s nature.

Humility positions us rightly before God. It acknowledges His holiness,
authority, and grace, while admitting our dependence on Him. Isaiah 57:15
declares that God dwells “with the contrite and humble in spirit, to revive the
spirit of the humble.” A holy life is marked not by arrogance or self-
righteousness, but by a lowly heart that leans entirely on God’s mercy and
strength. Holiness in pride collapses into hypocrisy, but holiness in humility
draws God’s presence and favor.

Furthermore, humility shapes how we treat others. Peter admonishes believers
to clothe themselves with humility toward one another because “God resists
the proud but gives grace to the humble” (1 Peter 5:5). A holy life is not seen in
isolation but in relationships —in how we speak, forgive, serve, and consider
others above ourselves. Without humility, holiness can become self-centered,
but with humility, holiness becomes a blessing that draws others closer to
Christ.

Holiness and humility also protect us from the snare of spiritual pride. The
Pharisees thought their rigid adherence to the law made them holy, but Jesus
exposed their arrogance and lack of compassion (Luke 18:9-14). In contrast,
the tax collector humbled himself, acknowledging his sin, and went home
justified. God values a humble heart far more than outward displays of religion.
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Ultimately, holiness and humility work together to reflect Christ fully. Holiness
sets us apart unto God, while humility ensures that we remain surrendered to
Him and approachable to others. The call of Micah 6:8 reminds us: “What does
the Lord require of you? To act justly, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with
your God.” Holiness is not complete until it is grounded in humility, for in
humility we mirror the life of Christ, who is our perfect example.

Reflection Questions:

1.In what ways has pride hindered my growth in holiness, and
how can | surrender it to God?

2.How can | practice humility today in my interactions with
others as a reflection of holiness?

Prayer:

Father, | thank You for teaching me that holiness cannot exist
without humility. Forgive me for the times | have walked in pride.
Give me the heart of Christ, who humbled Himself in obedience.
Help me live a holy life that is marked by humility before You and
love toward others. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Recommended Action:

Intentionally choose one act of humility today —whether it is
listening instead of speaking, serving without recognition, or
forgiving without being asked —and let it remind you that
holiness is revealed in humility.
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REFLECTIONS

HOLINESS AND HOPE OF GLORY

TEXTS: Colossians 1:26-27; 1 John 3:2-3; Romans 8:18-21

Memory Verse: .

“To them God willed to make known what are the riches of the glory of ~ {{]}} "‘
this mystery among the Gentiles: which is Christ in you, the hope of =
glory.” Colossians 1:27 (KJV) =

Holiness and hope are inseparable in the Christian walk. Our pursuit of
holiness is not just about life here and now; it is deeply rooted in the glorious
hope we have in Christ. Paul reminds us in Colossians 1:27 that Christ in us is
the hope of glory. Because Christ dwells in us, holiness is both possible and
purposeful. We are being prepared for eternal fellowship with Him, where His
glory will be fully revealed.

John also connects holiness with this eternal hope: “Beloved, now we are
children of God... but we know that when He is revealed, we shall be like Him,
for we shall see Him as He is. And everyone who has this hope in Him purifies
himself, just as He is pure” (1 John 3:2-3). In other words, the hope of seeing
Christ fuels our pursuit of holiness. Our future glory motivates our present

purity.

Holiness is therefore not simply a set of restrictions but an anticipation of
transformation. Paul writes in Romans 8:18-19 that our present sufferings are
not worth comparing with the glory to be revealed in us. As we walk in holiness
— separating ourselves from sin, living in obedience, and allowing the Spirit to
sanctify us—we are aligning our lives with the coming glory that God has
promised.

This hope also guards us against despair in trials. Knowing that holiness leads
to glory strengthens us to endure hardship and resist temptation. When the
world mocks righteousness or when holiness feels costly, we look ahead to the
eternal reward. The holiness we live out today is evidence of our citizenship in
heaven and a testimony of the glory that will one day be fully unveiled.
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Ultimately, holiness and hope of glory converge in Christ. Our holiness is made
possible by His indwelling Spirit, and our hope of glory is secured by His
resurrection. To walk in holiness is to live with eyes fixed on eternity, longing
for the day when we will be glorified with Christ and forever dwell in His
presence. Until then, we live pure and blameless lives, knowing that what we
endure and how we live in holiness now is preparing us for glory.

Reflection Questions:

1.How does the hope of Christ’s glory motivate you to live a
holy life today?

2.ln what areas do you need to realign your choices with the
eternal glory that awaits you?

Prayer:

Lord Jesus, thank You for the hope of glory that You have placed
within me. Help me to live daily in holiness, knowing that my life is
preparing me for eternal fellowship with You. Strengthen me to
purify myself in light of Your coming, and let my hope in You keep
me steadfast until the day of glory. Amen.

Recommended Action:

Keep eternity in view today. Whenever you are faced with
temptation or discouragement, remind yourself of the glory that
awf;;\itls in Christ and let that hope strengthen your commitment
to holiness.
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REFLECTIONS

HOLINESS AND JOY IN THELORD

TEXTS: Psalm 16:11; Nehemiah 8:10; Romans 14:17

SEPTEMBER

Memory Verse: .
“You make known to me the path of life; in your presence there is . {{]}} e
fullness of joy; at your right hand are pleasures forevermore.” =
Psalm 1:11 (KJV) =

Holiness is sometimes wrongly perceived as a joyless life of restrictions, but
Scripture shows us the opposite: holiness leads us into the fullness of joy.
David declares in Psalm 16:11 that joy is found in God’s presence, and only the
holy can dwell there (Hebrews 12:14). To pursue holiness is to pursue God
Himself, and in Him we discover true and lasting joy.

The joy of the Lord strengthens us in holiness. When Nehemiah told the people
of Israel, “The joy of the Lord is your strength” (Nehemiah 8:10), it was in the
context of their repentance and return to God. Their turning from sin opened
the door to renewed joy. Likewise, as we walk in holiness —turning from sin
and living in obedience —we experience a deep inner gladness that is rooted in
God’s acceptance and fellowship.

Holiness and joy also work together in the kingdom of God. Paul teaches that
“the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and drinking, but of
righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit” (Romans 14:17). Holiness
produces righteousness, which brings peace, and peace ushers in joy. Joy is not
separate from holiness; it is its fruit. Where holiness thrives, joy overflows.

Furthermore, joy in the Lord helps us endure the cost of holiness. The
pleasures of sin may seem attractive for a season, but they leave emptiness
and regret (Hebrews 11:25). In contrast, joy rooted in God sustains us even
when holiness requires sacrifice. Jesus Himself endured the cross “for the joy
that was set before Him” (Hebrews 12:2). Likewise, we endure trials and resist
temptation with eyes fixed on the joy of God’s presence and the eternal reward
of holiness.
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Ultimately, holiness and joy point us to eternity. The holy life prepares us for
everlasting joy in God’s kingdom, where there will be no more sorrow or sin.
Every step of holiness today is a step toward the eternal joy that awaits in His
presence. Therefore, let us embrace holiness not as a burden but as a pathway
to the deepest joy available to man —the joy of the Lord.

Reflection Questions:

1.Do | see holiness as a burden or as a pathway into the joy of
God’s presence?

2.How can | cultivate the joy of the Lord as strength in my daily
walk of holiness?

Prayer:

Father, thank You for showing me that holiness is not joyless but
leads to the fullness of joy in Your presence. Teach me to delight in
You daily and to find strength in the joy that comes from walking in
obedience. May my pursuit of holiness be marked by gladness in
You. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Recommended Action:

Spend time in God’s presence today — through prayer, worship, or
meditation on His Word —and allow His joy to refresh and
strengthen you in your pursuit of holiness.
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REFLECTIONS

RESIDENT PASTOR’S TOPIC

TEXTS:
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REFLECTIONS

HOLINESS AND SPIRITUAL MATU

TEXTS: Hebrews 5:12-14; Ephesians 4:13-15; 2 Corinthians 7:1

?

Memory Verse: .

“But solid food belongs to those who are of full age, that is, those who by « {{]}} e
reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil.” =
Hebrews 5:14 (KJV) =

Holiness and spiritual maturity go hand in hand. To grow in holiness is to grow
in maturity, and to mature spiritually is to pursue holiness. Holiness is not a
one-time achievement but a progressive journey in Christ. Paul reminds us in 2
Corinthians 7:1 that we are to “perfect holiness in the fear of God.” This shows
that holiness matures as we deepen our walk with the Lord.

Spiritual maturity involves moving from spiritual infancy to a deeper
knowledge and obedience to God's Word. Hebrews 5:12-14 rebukes believers
who should have been teachers but were still needing milk. Mature believers,
however, are those whose senses are trained to discern between good and evil.
This ability to discern is part of holiness. Without holiness, we remain stunted
in our growth, vulnerable to compromise, and unable to handle the “solid food”
of God’s truth.

Holiness also keeps us aligned with Christ’s ultimate goal for His church.
Ephesians 4:13-15 says that the body of Christ is to grow “to a mature man, to
the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ.” Maturity is not about
knowledge alone but about being conformed to Christ in every aspect of life.
Since Christ is holy, growing into His likeness means growing in holiness.
Spiritual maturity, therefore, cannot be divorced from holy living.

Another mark of maturity is consistency. Children may stumble easily, but
mature believers walk steadily in holiness, even in the face of trials. They
understand that holiness is not about outward appearances but about being
transformed from within (Romans 12:2). Such believers embrace holiness in
their thoughts, words, and actions, showing stability and Christlike character.
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Ultimately, holiness is both the path to maturity and the fruit of maturity. The
more we allow the Spirit to sanctify us, the more we grow into Christlikeness.
The more we grow in maturity, the more we reflect the holy nature of God in
our daily lives. Holiness and spiritual maturity are not separate pursuits but
one journey toward becoming complete in Christ.

Reflection Questions:

1.In what areas of my life am | still immature, and how can |
allow holiness to shape me there?

2.How can | practice greater consistency in my walk with God
as a mark of maturity?

Prayer:

Father, | thank You for calling me to grow into the fullness of
Christ. Help me to embrace holiness as the pathway to true
maturity. Train my heart to discern good from evil and make me
steadfast in walking in Your ways., May my life reflect the maturity
and holiness that honor You. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Recommended Action:

Identify one area in your life where you have been inconsistent in
your walk with God. Commit today to apply God’s Word in that
area and take one deliberate step toward maturity and holiness.
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REFLECTIONS

HOLINESS: FINISHING STRONG

TEXTS: 2 Timothy 4:6-8; Hebrews 12:1-2; 1 Peter 1:15-16

SEPTEMBER

faith.”

Memory Verse: .
“I have fought the good fight, | have finished the race, | have kept the . e
2 Timothy 4:7 (KJV) =

The Christian life is often likened to a race, not a sprint but a marathon.
Starting the race is important, but what truly counts is how we finish. Paul,
near the end of his ministry, declared with confidence that he had fought the
good fight, finished the race, and kept the faith (2 Timothy 4:7). His testimony
shows us that finishing strong in holiness is possible, and it is the crown of a
faithful life.

Holiness is not only about avoiding sin in the moment but about persevering in
righteousness until the very end. Hebrews 12:1-2 encourages us to lay aside
every weight and sin that so easily entangles us, running with endurance while
keeping our eyes on Jesus. Finishing strong requires discipline, endurance, and
constant dependence on Christ. Without holiness, we risk being disqualified or
distracted along the way.

The call to holiness is not seasonal but lifelong. Peter exhorts us, “Be holy in all
your conduct” (1 Peter 1:15). This holiness must be consistent until the end of
our journey. Many start well but get entangled in the cares of the world, lose
focus, or compromise. Finishing strong means staying faithful in holiness even
when temptations, trials, or weariness come our way.

To finish strong in holiness, we must rely on the sustaining power of God’s
grace. Philippians 1:6 assures us that “He who has begun a good work in you
will complete it until the day of Jesus Christ.” God does not only save us but
also empowers us to endure and remain holy until the end. Our part is to abide
in Christ daily, walking in obedience and relying on His Spirit.

Reflections: A Monthly Devotional Series 54



Ultimately, finishing strong in holiness leads to eternal reward. Paul speaks of
the crown of righteousness awaiting all who have loved Christ’s appearing (2
Timothy 4:8). This crown is not for those who merely started well but for those
who endured in holiness until the end. The joy of hearing, “Well done, good and
faithful servant” (Matthew 25:23), is the ultimate proof of a life that finished
strong in holiness.

Reflection Questions:

1.Am | running my Christian race with endurance and holiness,
or am | growing weary and distracted?

2.What practical steps can | take today to ensure | finish strong
in my walk with God?

Prayer:

Lord, thank You for calling me to a life of holiness and for the
assurance that You will finish the work You began in me.
Strengthen me to run with endurance, to resist every distraction,
and to live faithfully until the very end. May | finish strong and
receive the crown of righteousness. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Recommended Action:

Take time today to evaluate your spiritual race. |Identify any
“weights” or distractions hindering your walk in holiness and
prayerfully lay them aside. Commit to one practical discipline
(ﬁraye{rj, fasting, Bible study, accountability) to help you endure to
the end.
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Thy word is a lamp unto my feet,
and a light unto my path

Psalm 119:105
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